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Special Council Meeting 

Minutes 

5:00 PM - Monday, August 26, 2019 

Council Chambers 

  

The Special Council of the New Richmond was called to order on Monday, August 26, 2019, at 5:00 
PM, in the Council Chambers, with the following members present: 

  

PRESENT: Fred Horne, Alderman Craig Kittel, Alderman Jim Zajkowski, Alderman Kirk 
Lindell, Alderman Ron Volkert, Alderman Thomas Weinmeyer, Alderman Mike 
Montello 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA   
Jim Zajkowski made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented. Craig Kittel seconded the motion. 
Carried unanimously. 

 

CLOSED SESSION PER STATE STATUTE 19.85 (1)(G)  
WALMART LITIGATION UPDATE  
Kirk Lindell made a motion to go into Closed Session per State Statute 19.85 (1)(g) to discuss 
Walmart Litigation Update. Ron Volkert seconded the motion. Carried unanimously. 

 

OPEN SESSION - ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION AGENDA 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
  

APPEAL DENIAL OF APPLICATION FOR LICENSE TO SERVE FROM SHELBY REINDAHL  
Craig Yehlik explained that he recommended denial of the application for license to serve from 
Shelby Reindahl due to a recent conviction while on duty as a bartender and probation violations that 
involve alcohol. Bob Christensen, owner of Bobcat's, stated that Shelby has been a good employee 
and feels she should be able to get the license.  There was discussion regarding possible restrictions 
if the license is issued.      

Jim Zajkowski made a motion to grant a one-year license on the condition that Shelby has no alcohol 
related incidents and no negative interaction with police during this time.  Ron Volkert seconded the 
motion. Carried 5-1 (opposed: Alderman Mike Montello).  
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RESOLUTION #081902 COUNTY LIBRARY TAX EXEMPTION  
Rae Ann Ailts explained the City is required to levy a tax if the municipality does not levy an amount 
equal to or greater than a calculated amount located in column 7 of the calculation page of the 
resolution.   

RESOLUTION #081902 

  REQUESTING APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION 

FROM COUNTY LIBRARY TAX 

WHEREAS, the County Board for St. Croix County, Wisconsin levies a county library tax; and 

WHEREAS, Section 43.64(2)(b) of the Wisconsin Statutes provides that any city, town or village 
which levies a tax for public library service and appropriates and expends for a library fund as defined 
by section 43.52(1) of the Wisconsin Statutes during the year for which the county tax levy is made a 
sum at least equal to the county tax rate in the prior year multiplied by the equalized valuation of the 
property in the city, town, or village for the current year is exempt from the county library tax; and 

  

WHEREAS, the City of New Richmond will, in 2020, appropriate and expend an amount in excess of 
that calculated above. 

  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of New Richmond hereby requests of the St. 
Croix County Board of Supervisors that the City of New Richmond be exempted from the payment of 
any county tax for the support of public library service as provided in Section 43.63(2) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded by the City of New 
Richmond Clerk to the following parties: 

  

Carleton A. Friday Memorial Library                                    St. Croix County – County Clerk 

155 East First Street                                                            1101 Carmichael Road            

New Richmond, WI 54017                                                   Hudson, WI 54016 

  

Mike Montello made a motion to approve Resolution #081902 Exemption From County Library Tax 
Craig Kittel seconded the motion. Carried unanimously.  
  

BUILDING CODE UPDATES  
Beth Thompson and Ben Campbell explained the proposed ordinance changes to the current building 
code.  Most of the changes deal with old references, misspellings and grammatical errors. Also, 
references to titles that are no longer used in the City have been changed.   

Mike Montello made a motion to suspend the rules and adopt Ordinance #536 with the changes as 
proposed. Craig Kittel seconded the motion. Carried unanimously.  
  

EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION  
Noah Wiedenfeld discussed extra-territorial jurisdiction within 1.5 miles of the City boundary.  Staff 
would like direction regarding how to approach land use proposals around the City limits.  Discussion 
followed.  No action was taken.  
  

RAIL PROJECT UPDATE  
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Noah Wiedenfeld explained the Wisconsin Central Railroad is seeking to construct a trans-load 
facility in the Town of Richmond, just outside City limits. They have a contract with a U.S. auto 
manufacturer to upload up to 120,000 new automobiles per year. No local real estate taxes would be 
paid on this property.  This use is not consistent with County Zoning, County Comprehensive Plan or 
the City of New Richmond Comprehensive Plan.  The Town Board has asked the City to partner with 
them in hiring an outside consultant and to see if there is anything that can be done about the location 
and have a coordinated outreach to state and federal representatives.     

Jim Zajkowski made a motion to allocate up to $5,000 to hire someone to work with the City and 
Town of Richmond provided there is a matching commitment from Richmond Township.  Craig Kittel 
seconded the motion. Carried unanimously.  
  

CITY-OWNED PROPERTY LOCATED AT 140TH AND CTH GG  
Beth Thompson discussed the City-owned property at 140th Street and CTH  GG.  This land was 
originally purchased to be used as a park and shortly thereafter Freedom Park was purchased.  As 
our housing stock dwindles, the City could look at selling this land or partnering with a developer to 
develop the land.   

Mike Montello made a motion to get appraisal proposals for this property. Jim Zajkowski seconded 
the motion. Carried unanimously.  
  

2020 BUDGET  
Rae Ann Ailts gave a review of the major facets of the 2020 budget.  Employees will receive personal 
compensation and benefits statements.  
  

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2020-2024  
Rae Ann Ailts explained the Current Capital Improvement Plan for 2020-2024. Discussion followed.    

 

COMMUNICATIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS 

 

ADJOURNMENT   
Jim Zajkowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Craig Kittel seconded the motion. Carried 
unanimously. 
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